[Pulmonary embolism. Modern concepts].
Pulmonary embolism is a common disorder and an important cause of morbidity and mortality. Since genetic predisposition appears to explain only about one fifth of cases, identification of other risk factors is critical. Pulmonary embolism ranges from incidental, clinically unimportant thromboembolism to massive embolism with sudden death. The initial diagnostic approach in patients with suspected pulmonary embolism commonly involves transesophageal echocardiography and ventilation-perfusion scanning. In patients with indeterminate findings on these exams, thoracic spiral computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging and magnetic resonance angiography have shown promise. Pulmonary angiography is becoming less used because it is invasive and expensive. Unfractioned heparin is considered the treatment of choice for most patients with pulmonary embolism, except those with hemodynamic instability, who may need thrombolytic therapy. There is limited information on the efficacy and safety of low-molecular-weight heparin for the initial treatment of symptomatic pulmonary embolism. An up to date review of the international literature focused in the epidemiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis, potential treatment and prognosis is presented.